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New See of Baltimore in Maryland, 

AND OF CONSECRATING THE 
Right Rev. Dr. Jonx Carrol firſt p1sHoP thereof 
On the Feaſt of the Aſſumption, 1790. 
| "WITH. 4A 5 
D-+ $:U-U UNS 
| DELIVERED ON THAT OCCASION, 

AND THE AUTHORITY FOR CONSECRATING THE 
BISHOP, AND ERECTING AND ADMINISTERING 
THE SAID SEE. 1 

ro WHICH ARE ADDED 


EXTRACTS from the different B1LLs of ricuT and 


__ consTITuTION of the UNITED STATES,—That 
| Liberty of Conſcience is the Birth-right of every Man, 
and an Excluſion of any religious Teſt for ever. 


IJ. O N D 0 N: 
Printed by . P. Cochlax, No. 37, Duke-Street, 
Groſyenor-Square, 1790. 
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A SHORT ACCOUNT 
ESTABLISHMENT 


0 THE 


NEW SEE OF BALTIMORE. 


T HE Roman Catholic religion was intro- 


duced into Maryland, together with the firſt ſet- 


lers in the reign of Charles I. who granted that 


province to the Lord Baltimore a catholic 
nobleman, as a refuge for perſons of his reli- 


gion from the ſeverity of the penal laws, which 
that unfortunate monarch wanted either the 


power or the fortitude to reſtrain. A num- 
ber of catholic gentlemen and others emi- 
grated from England and Ireland with the 
hope of enjoying that repoſe in the new ſet- 
tlement, which was denied them in their na- 
tive country. The unrelenting ſpirit of per- 
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deprived them of the juſt fruits of their la- 
bours, it debarred them from every poſt of 
truſt and profit i in the colony which they had 


fecution purſued chem over the Atlantic. 11 


ſettled, it compelled them to maintain Prote- | 


in 1632, and from that date till the late revo- 
lution the American catholics in Maryland 


increaſe in that province. Since the peace 


of 1783 and. the ſettlement of the American 5 
conſtitution, penal laws are no longer known, | 5 


ſtant miniſters, and fivally it enforced. a- | 

gainſt them many of the Britiſh penal laws, 
from the cruelty of which they had fled. R. F.; 
Andrew White an Engliſh Jeſuit of eminent 
piety and zeal accompanied the firſt coloniſts 


4 


and Virginia were conſtantly ſerved by J 3 
ſuit miſſioners ſucceſſively ſent from England. 
About the year 1720 the R. F. Grayton, and = 

others introduced catholicity into Penſylva- ; 
„ and it has ſince received a remarkable 


1 


and Catholics enjoy an equal participation of | 


the rights of human nature with their neigh- 


bours of every other religious denomination. 
The very terw of tolrrution is exploded, be- 
cauſe it imports, a power in one predominaut 


fect to indulge that religious liberty to others, 
which all claim as an inherent right. Ca- 
tholic clergy men of various orders and na- 


tions 


| s 
} 


. 

tions have reſorted to 4 and they 
every where find an ample vineyard to cultivate. 
In this ſtate of religious freedom the elergymen f 
judged it expedient to give flability and dig- 
nity to the catholie religion by the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a regular hierarchy, and they there- 
fore petitioned from the Pope the creation 
of an epiſcopal See and the appointment of a 
dioceſan Biſhop. The Pope applauding 
their zeal graciouſly admitted their requeſt, 

and allowed them to elct their firſt Biſhop. 

The Rev. Dr. Jobn Carroll who had been 
for ſome years the fuperior of the miſſion was 
de objeR of their choice, and this Gentleman 
was accordingly appointed firſt Biſhop of 
Baltimore. Upon the receipt of his Bulls 
from Rome he immediately repaired to Eng- 
land where his perſon and merit were well 
known, and preſented himſelf for conſecra- 
tion to the Right Rev. Dr. Charles Walmeſley 
Biſhop of Rama, ſenior Vicar Apoſtolical of 
the catholic religion in this kingdom. By 
invitation of Thomas Weld Eſq. the conſe- 
cration of the new Biſhop was performed dur- 
Inga ſolemn high Maſs in the elegant chapel 
at Lulworth Caltle, on dry the 15th day 
! | 
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of Auguſt 1790, being · the feaſt of the Aſſump- 
tion of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, and the mu- 
niſicence of that gentleman omitted no cir- 
cumſtance which could poſſibly add dignity 
to fo venerable a ceremony. The two Pre- 
lates were attended by their refpettive aſſiſtant 


prieſts and acolytes according to the rubric 


of the Roman Pontifical; - the richneſs of their 


veſtments, the muſic of the choir, the multi- 


tude of wax lights and the ornaments of the 


altar concurred to increaſe the ſplendor of 


the ſolemnity, which made a laſting impreſſion 


upon every beholder. When the whole com- 


pany was ſeated, the following ſhort addrefs 
was delivered to the congregation by one of 


the aſhſtant Prieſts. . 
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A SHORT AD RES 5, 


| DELIVERED AUGUST 15, 1790. 
W e IN THE 
CHAPEL OF LULWORTH CASTLE, 
AT THE CONSECRATION 


OF THE RIGHT REVEREND 


APPOINTED FIRST BISHOP OF THE NEW 


ERECTED SEE OF BALTIMORE IN NORTH 
AMERICA. 


= ; 


O UR bleſſed Lord and Redeemer hav- 


ing defeated the powers of hell by the triumph 
of the croſs, formed to himſelf a kingdom on 
earth which was to confiſt of the choſen of 
every nation, becauſe all nations were now. 
become his own by right of conqueſt. The 


Sun of Juſtice which roſe from the Eaſt, has 
in its progreſs enlightenedevery region of the 
globe, and the kingdom of Chrift, the church, 


under the government of his Vicar and of 
paſtors 
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1 
paſtors deputed by him, has ſucceſſively em- 
braced the whole world. Ages ſucceed ages, 
empires ſubvert empires, but the empire of 
Jeſus Chriſt perſeveres ever one and the ſame, 


_ ever perſecuted and ever conquering, becauſe 


all human revolutions are entirely ſubſervient 
to it, and the formation of the kingdom of 


_ Chriſt is the ultimate object of the whole 


diſpenſation of providence in the government 
of this world. Never perhaps was this truth 
more ſenſibly evinced, than in the late violent 


convulſions, by which the hand of the Al- 
mighty has diſmembered the great Britiſh em- 


pire, and has called forth into exiſtence a new 
empire in the Weſtern world, the deſtinies of 


which, we truſt, are founded in his tendereſt 


mercics. For although this great event may 


appear tous to have been the work, the ſport 
of human paſſions, yet the earlieſt and moſt 
precious fruit of it has been the extenſion of 
the kingdom of Chriſt, .the propagation of 
catholic religion, which heretofore fettered 
by reſtraining laws, is now enlarged from 
bondage and is left at liberty to exert the full 
energy of divine truth. Already is catholicity 


extended to the utmoſt boundaries of the im- 


menſe continent of America, thouſands are 


there earneſtly demanding catholic inſtructors, 
and 


1 


and all penetrated with reverence for the apo- 
ſtolical See of St. Peter have concurred to 
demand, from his ſucceſſor a catholic prelate, 
whole knowledge and whole zeal may eſtabliſh 
the faith of Peter upon the ruins of thoſe er- 
rors, which the firſt inhabitants carried forth 
with them from this. country. But if Britain 
infected them with error, we have the conſola- 
tion to know that their catholicity is alſo de- 
rived immediately from us; and as we in for- 
mer ages received the faith of Rome from the 
great St. Gregory and our apoſtle St. Auſtin, 
ſo nov at the interval of twelve hundred years, 
our venerable prelate the heir of the virtues 
and labours of our apoſtle, will, this day, by _ | 
commiſſion from the ſucceſſor of St. Gregory, | | 
conſecrate the firſt Father and Biſhop of the 
new church, deſtined, as we confide, to inhe- 
rit thoſe benedictions which the firſt called | 
have ungratefully rejected. Glorious is this | 
day, my brethren, for the church of God 
which ſees new nations crouding into her bo- 
ſom; glorious for the prelate elett, who gocs 
forth to conquer theſe nations for Jelus Chriſt, 
not by the efforts of human power, but in thg 
might of thoſe weapons which have ever tri- 
umphed in this divine warfare; he is not 
armed with the ſtrength of this world, but hc 
-— 
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is powerful in piety, powerful in zeal, powerful 


in evangelical poverty and firm reliance on 
the protection of that God who ſends him. 


Glorious is this event, for his numerous ſpiri- 
tual children, to whom his virtues have long 
endeared him, comforting it is to us who have 
been long connected with him by the virtu- 


ous ties of education profeſſion and friendſhip; 


but in a ſpecial manner, my brethren, honou- 


rable and comforting is this awful ſolemnity 


to his and our common benefattor, the foun- 
der of this holy ſanttuary, which ſhall be re- 
vered through ſucceeding ages, even by chur- 

ches yet un- named, as the privileged, the hap- 
py ſpot, from whence their epiſcopacy and 
hierarchy took their immediate riſe; and this 
precious diſtinction will be juſtly attributed to 


the protection and favour of the glorious mo- 


ther of God, whoſe houſe it is“, and through 


whoſe patronage all chriſtian churches are 
founded. On this her greateſt ſolemnity, my 


brethren, it is your duty to implore the parti. 
_ cular aſſiſtance of the great Queen of heaven; 
and while you are edified by the ſolemn rites 


with which the Catholic Church conſecrates 


her prelates, you vill earneſtly ſollicit the 


* It is dedicated to the B. V. Mary. 


deſcent 


tp] 


deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on the Biſhop 
ele, that like another Auſtin he may wor- 
 thily fulfil the extent of the apoſtleſhip to 
which he i is called, and when you implore for 
him the ſevenfold grace of the Holy Spirit, 
you will not fail to demand it through the 
interceſſion of her whom you daily ſalute, 
00 Mother of divine grace.“ 
In full confidence of her vrotediioh and 
bleſſing upon our miniſtry, we proceed to the 
lolemnity of the Conlecration. 
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\ V HEN from the eminence of our apo 
ſtolical ſtation, we bend our attention to the 
different regions of the earth, in order to ful. 
fil to the utmoſt extent of our power the duty 
which our Lord has impoſed upon our un wor- 
thineſs of ruling and feeding his flock; our 
care and ſolicitude are particularly engaged, 
that the Faithful of Chriſt who diſperſed 
through various provinces are united with us 
by Catholic communion, may be governed by 
their proper paſtors and diligently inſtrufted 
by them in the diſcipline of evangelical life 
and doctrine. For it is our principle, that they 
who relying on the divine aſſiſtance have re- 
gulated their lives and manners, agreeably to 


Ti 


the precepts of Chriſtian wiſdom, ought ſo to 


command their own paſſions as to promote by 
the purſuit of juſtice their own and their 
neighbour's ſpiritual advantage; and that they, 
| who have received from their Biſhops, and by 
checking the intemperance of ſelf-wiſdom, 
have ſteadily adhered to the heavenly doctrine 
delivered by Chriſt to the Catholic Church, 
ſhould not be carried away by every wind of 
doctrine, but grounded on the authority of 
divine revelation ſhould reje& the new and 
varying dottrines of men, which endanger the 
_ tranquility of government, and reſt, in the un- 
_ changeable faith of the Catholic Church. For 


in the preſent degeneracy of corrupt manners 


into which human nature ever reſiſting the 
ſweet yoke of Chriſt is hurried, and in the 
pride of talents and knowledge which diſdains 
to ſubmit the opinions and dreams of men to 
zhe evangelical truth dclivered by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ſupport muſt be given by that heavenly autho- 


Fity which is entruſted to the Catholic Church 


as to a fteady pillar and ſolid foundation which 
mall never fail, that from her voice and in- 


ſtructions mankind may learn the objects of 
their, faith and the rules of their conduct, not 


only for the obtaining of eternal ſalvation, but 
Alſo for the regulation of this life and the 
„ main- 
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maintaining of concord in the ſociety of this 


earthly city. Now this charge of teaching 
and ruling firſt given to the apoſtles and eſ- 


| pecially to St. Peter the prince of the apoſtles, 


on whom alone the church is built, and to 
whom our Lord and Redeemer entruſted the 


feeding of his lambs and of his ſheep, has been 
derived 1 in due order of ſucceſſion to Biſhops, 
and eſpecially to the Roman Pontiffs, ſucceſ- 
ſors of St. Peter and heirs of his power and 
dignity, that thereby it might be made evi- 


dent that the gates of hell can never prevail 
againſt the church, and that the divine founder 


of it will ever aſſiſt it to the conſummatiou of 
ages, ſo that neither in the depravity of mo- 


rals nor in the fluctuation of novel opinions 


the epiſcopal ſucceſſion. ſhall ever fail or the 
bark of Peter be funk. W herefore it having 
reached our ears that in the flouriſhing com- 
momvealth of the Thirteen American States 
| many faithful Chriſtians united in communion 


with the chair of Peter, in which the centre 
of catholic unity is fixed, and governed in 
their ſpiritual. concerns by their own prieſts 
having care bf ſouls, earneſtly deſire that a 
Biſhop © may be appointed over them to exer- 


ciſe the functions of epiſcopal order, to feed 
them more : largely with the food of lalutary 


_ doatrine, | 


E-*39--:1 
doftrine, and to guard more carefully that 
portion of the catholic flock; We willingly 
embraced this opportunity which the grace 
of Almighty God has afforded us to provide 
thoſe diſtant regions with the comfort and mi- 
niſtry of a Catholic Biſhop. And that this 
be effedted more ſucceſsfully and according 


to the rules of the ſacred canons, We com- 


miſſioned our Venerable brethren the Cardi- 
nals of the holy Roman church, directors of 
the Congregation de propaganda fide, to ma- 
nage this buſineſs with the greateſt care, and 
to make a report to us. It vas therefore ap- 
pointed by their decree, approved by us, and 
publiſhed the twelfth day of July of the laſt 
year, that the prieſts who lawfully exerciſe the 
ſacred miniſtry and have care of ſouls in the 
united States of America, ſhould be empower- 
ed to adviſe together and to determine, firſt, 
in what town the epiſcopal See ought to be 
erected, and next who of the aforeſaid prieſts 
appeared the moſt worthy and proper to be 
promoted to this important charge, whom We, 
for this firſt time only, and by ſpecial grace 
permitted the ſaid prieſtsto elett and to preſent 
to this apoſtolical See. In obedience to this 
_ decree the aforeſaid prieſts exerciſing the cure 
of ſouls in the United States of America, 
unanimouſly 
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unanimouſly agreed, that a Biſhop with ofdls 


nary juriſdiftion ought to be eſtabliſhed in the 
town of Baltimore, becauſe this town ſituate j in 


| Maryland which province. the greater part of 


the prieſts and of the faithful inhabit, ap- 


peared the moſt conveniently. placed for inter- 
| courſe with the other States, and | becauſe 
from this province Catholic religion and faith 


had been propagated into the others. And 
at the time appointed for the election, they 
being aſſembled together, the ſacrifice of holy 
Mais being celebrated, and the grace and 


aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt being implored, 
the votes of all preſent were taken, and of 
twenty fix prieſts who were aſſembled twenty 


four gave their votes for our beloved ſon 


John Carroll, whom they Judged the moſt pro- 
per to ſupport the burden of epiſcopacy, and 
| ſent an authentic inſtrument of the whole 


tranſaction to the aforeſaid Congregation of 


Cardinals. Now all things being maturely 


weighed and conſidered in this Congregation, 
it was eaſily agreed that the intereſts and in- 


creaſe of Catholic religion would be great] " 
promoted, if an epiſcopal See were erected at 
Baltimore, and the ſaid John Carroll were ap- 
pointed the Biſhop of it. We therefore, to 


whom this opinion has been reported by our 
beloved 


L 16 1 
| beloved ſon Cardinal Antonelli Prefect of the 
faid Congregation,” having nothing more at 
heart than to enſure ſucceſs to whatever tends 
to the propagation of true religion and to the 
honour and increaſe of the Catholic Church ; 
by the plenitude of our apoſtolical power, and 
dy the tenour of theſe preſent, do eſtabliſh 
and ereR the aforeſaid town of Baltimore into 
an epiſcopal See for ever, for one Biſhop'to be 
choſen by us in all future vacancies; and WE 
therefore, by the apoſtolical authority afore- 
faid, do allow, grant and permit to the Biſhop 
of the ſaid city, and to his ſucceſſors in all fu- 
ture times, to exerciſe epiſcopal power and ju- 
rifdiaion, and to hold and enjoy all and every 
right and privilege of order and juriſdiction, 
and of every other epiſcopal function, and 
which Biſhops conſtituted in other places are 
empowered to hold and enjoy in their reſpec- 
tive churches, cities and dioceſes, by right, 
cuſtom or by other means, by general privi- 
leges, graces, indults and apoſtolical diſpenſa- 
tions, together with all pre-eminencies, ho- 
nours, immunities, graces and favours, which 
other Cathedral Churches, by right or cuſ- 
tom ox in any other ſort, have, hold and en- 
joy. We moreover decree and declare the 
laid epiſcopal See thus ereQted, to be ſubject 


or 
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or ſuffragan to no Metropolitan right or ju- 
iſdiftion, but to be for ever ſubject imme- 
diately to us, and to our ſucceſſors the Roman 


pontiffs, and to this apoſtolical See. And till 


another opportunity ſhall be preſented to us 
of eſtabliſhing other Catholic Biſhops in the 
United States of America, and till other dif. ; 
poſitions ſhall be made by this apoſtolical See, 
We declare, by our apoſtolical authority, all 


the Faithful of Chriſt living in Catholic com- 


munion, as well eccleſiaſtics as ſeculars, and 


all the clergy and people dwelling in the afore- 


ſaid United States of America, though hither- 


to they may have been ſubjedt to other Biſnops 
of other dioceſes, to be henceforward ſubje& 
to the Biſhop of Baltimore in all future times; 


and to this Biſhop and to his ſucceſſors we 


impart power to curb and check, without ap= 
peal, all perſons who may contraditt or op- 


5 poſe their orders, to viſit perſonally or by de- 
puties all Catholic Churches, to remove abu- 


ſes, to correct the manners of the faithful, 
and to perform all things which other Biſhops 
in their reſpective dioceſes are accuſtomed to 
do and perform, ſaving in all things our own 
authority and that of this apoſtolical See. 
And, vhereas by ſpecial Eran, and for this 


+ : 


4-4-4 
| firſt time only, we have allowed the prieſts 
exerciſing the cure of ſouls in the United 
States of America, to ele& a perſon to be ap- 
pointed Biſhop by us, and almoſt all their 
votes have been given to our beloved ſon 
John Carroll Prieſt; We being otherwiſe 
certified of his faith, prudence, piety and zeal, 
' foraſmuch as by our mandate he hath during 
the late years directed the ſpiritual govern- 
ment of ſouls, do therefore, by the plenitude 
of our authority, declare, create, appoint and 
conſtitute the ſaid John Carrol Biſhop and 
Paſtor of the ſaid church of Baltimore, grant» 
ing tohim the faculty of receiving the rite of 
conſecration from any Catholic Biſhop hold- 
ing communion with the apoſtolical See, aſſiſ- 
ted by two Eccleſiaſtics veſted with ſome dig- 
nity, in caſe that two Biſhops cannot be had, 
firſt having taken the uſual oath according to 
the Roman Pontifical. And we commiſſion 
the ſaid Biſhop ele to erett a church in the 
ſaid city of Baltimore, in form of a Cathedral 
Church, inaſmuch as the times and circum- 
ſtances may allow, to inſtitute a body of clergy 
deputed to divine worſhip and to the ſervice 
of the ſaid church, and moreover to eſtabliſh 
an epiſcopal ſeminary either in the ſame city 
D or 
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or elſewhere as he ſhall judge moſt expedient, 
to adminiſter ecclefiaſtical incomes, and to 


execute all other things which he ſhall think 
in the Lord to be expedient for the increaſe. 


of Catholic faith and the augmentation of the 
worſhip and ſplendour of the new-ereQed 
church. We moreover enjoin the ſaid Biſhop 
to obey the injunctions of our Venerable 
brethren the Cardinals Directors of the fa- 
cred Congregation de propaganda fide, to 


tranſmit to them at proper times a relation of 
his viſitation of his church, and to inform 
themof all chings which he ſhall judge to be 


uſeful to the ſpiritual good and ſalvation of 
the flock truſted to his charge. We there. 
fore decree that theſe our letters are and ever 
{hall be firm, valid and efficacious, and ſhall 
obtain their full and entire effect, and be 
obſerved inviolable by all perſons whom it 
now doth or hereafter may concern; and that 
all Judges ordinary and delegated, even audi- 
tors of cauſes of the ſacred apoſtolical palace, 
and Cardinals of the holy Roman church 
mult thus judge and define, depriving all 


and cach of them of all power and autho- 


rity to judge or interpret in any other manner, 
and declaring all to be null and void, if any 
one, 
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one, by any authority, ſhould preſume, eicher 
knowingly or unknowingly, to attempt any 
thing contrary thereunto. Notwithſtanding 
all apoſtolical, general or ſpecial conſtitutions 
and ordinations, publiſhed in univerſal, pro- 
vincial and ſynodical councils, and all chings 
contrary whatſoever. 


Given at Rome at St. Mary Major, under the 
Fiſherman's Ring ( Seal) the 6th day of Vo- 
vember 1789, and in the 15th Year of our 
Pontificate. 
F 
L. S. 


R. CARD. BRASCHI ON EST. 
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FROM THE. DIFF RENT 


| Bill f un and Confiitutions 
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NORTH AMERICA; 


- 'DICLARING LIBERTY OF CONSCIENCE 
AS: THE. BIRTH= RIGHT or ALL MEN. 


WITH eos OF THEIR. 


Oaths of Allegiance and of f cru 
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„ Humus Bil of Rights, —Part 1 Article & 
Dated at Concord, 08 21, 178g. 


3 Individual has a bn ind unalienable 
right to worſhip God according to the dictates of his 
own conſcience and reaſon; and no ſubject ſhall be 
hurt, moleſted, or reſtrained in his perſon, liberty, 
or eſtate, for worſhipping God, in the manner and 
ſealon, weit agreeable to the dictates of his own con- 
18 : ſicience 


[ 2+ ] 

ſcience, or for his religious profeſſion, ſentiments or 
perſuaſion ; provided he does not diſturb the public 

peace, or diſturb others in their rovglous e 


Maſſachuſ⸗ ts Conflitution, Part I. bitchy 2 
Dated at Cambridge, March: 2. 1 780. 
Ir is the right as well as the duty of all men in 
0 ſociety, publicly, and at ſtated ſeaſons, to worſhip 
the Supreme Being, the great Creator and Prefer. : 
ver of the Univerſe, And no ſubje& ſhall be hurt, 
_ moleſted, or reſtrained in his perſon, liberty, or 
eſtate, for worſhipping God in the manner and ſea- 
ſon moſt agreeable to the dictates of his own con- 
ſcience; or for his religious profeſſion or ſenti- 
ments; provided he doth not diſturb the public 
peace, or obſtruct others in their religious worſhip. 
Rhode Iſkand Charter ;—14th Charles II. 
Trar no perſon within the ſaid colony, at any 
time hereafter, ſhall be any-wiſe moleſted, puniſhed, 
| diſquieted, or called in queſtion, for any differences 
| in opinion in matters of religion, who do not 
actually diſturb the civil peace of our ſaid colony; 
but that all and every perſon and perſons may, 
from time to time, and at all times hereafter, freely 
| and fully have and enjoy his and their own judg- 
+ ments and conſciences, in matters of religious con- 
cernments, throughout the tract of land hereafter 
mentioned, they behaving themſelves peaceably 
and quietly, and not uſing this liberty to licentiouſ- 
Ws neſs and profaneneſs, nor to the civil injury or out- 
ward 
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ward diſturbance of others, any law, ſtatute or 
clauſe therein contained, or to be contained, uſage, 
or cuſtom of this realm, to the contrary hereof, in 
any wile notwithſtanding. 


After the Charter is expreſsly added by the State : 


All men profeſſing one Supreme Being, are equally 
protected by the laws, and no particular ſe& can 
claim pre-eminence From hence it is, that benevo- 
lence, hoſpitality, and undiſſembled honeſty re- 
markably characteriſe the people. 


ConnedAicut ſigned the General Convention, 8 
any Particular Declaration unneceſſary. 


New Yorl Conflitution,—Apr il 20, 177%. Arlicles 
| 388. and ga. 


AND whereas we are required by the benevolent 
principles of rational liberty, not only to expel civil 
tyranny, but alſo to guard againſt that ſpiritual op- 
preſſion and intolerance, wherewith the bigotry and 
ambition of weak and wicked prieſts and princes, 
have ſcourged mankind: This convention doth 
further, in the name and by the authority of the 
good people of this ſtate, ordain, determine, and 
declare, that the free exerciſe and enjoyment of 
religious profeſſion and worſhip, without diſcrimi- 
nation or preference, ſhall for ever hereafter be al- 
lowed within this ſtate, to all mankind. Provided 
that the liberty of conſcience hereby granted, ſhall 
pot be {o confirued, as to excuſe acts of licentiouſ- | 


1255 neſs. | 


E 


neſs, or juſtify practices ;nconliten with the peace 


or or ſafety of this late, 


New 2 Conflitution,— July s. 5g Ae. 18; 


18. That no perſon ſhall ever within this colony 
be deprived of the ineſtimable privilege of worſhip- 


ping Almiglity God in a manner agreeable to thedic- 


tates of his own conſcience; nor under any pre- 
tence whatever be compelled to attend any place of 
worſhip, contrary to his own faith and judgment ; 


nor ſhall any perſon within this colony ever be 
obliged to pay tithes, taxes, Or any other rates, for 


the purpoſe of building or repairing any other 
church or churches, place or places of worſhip, or 
for the maintenance of any miniſter or miniſtry, 
contrary to what he believes to be right, or has de- 
liberately or voluntarily engaged himſelf to per- 
ors, -- | 


Penſluania Declaration of Rights TN 9 1776 


—Chap. I. Art. 2.—Chap. 2. Set. DD 40. 


2. THAT all men have a natural and unalienable 


right to worſhip Almighty God, according to the 


_diftates of their own conſciences and underſtand- 
ings: And that no man ought, or of right can be 


compelled to attend any religious worſhip, or erett : 


or ſupport any place of worſhip, or maintain any 
miniſtry, contrary to, or againſt, his own free will 
and conſent: Not can any man, who acknowledges 


the 
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the being of a God, be juſtly deprived or abridged 


of any civil right as a citizen, on account of his re- 
ligious ſentiments, or peculiar mode of religious 


worſhip: And that no authority can or ought to be 


veſted in or aſſumed by any power whatever, that 
{hall in any caſe interfere with, or in any manner 
controul, the right of conſcience in che free exer- 
ciſe of relig! ous worſhip. 


Sect. 10. A quorum of the houſe of repreſenta- 


tives ſhall conſiſt of two thirds of the whole num- 


ber of members elected; and having met and cho- 


ſen their ſpeaker, ſhall each of them, before they 
proceed to buſineſs, take and ſubſcribe, as well the 


oath or affirmation of fidelity and allegiance herein 


after directed, as the following oath or affirmation, 


72. 

40 1 do fear (or affirm) that as a 
member of this aſſembly, I will not propoſe or aſſent 
to any bill, vote, or reſolution, which ſhall appear to 
me injuricus to the people; nor do or conſent to any 


act or thing whatever, that ſhall have a tendency to 


leſſen or abridge their rights and privileges, as de- 
clared in the conſtitution of this ſtate; but will in 


all things conduct myſelf as a faithful honeſt repre. 
ſentative and guardian of the people, according to 


the beſt of my judgment and abilities.” 


And each member before he takes his . mall 


take and ſubſcribe the following declaration, v22. 
I do believe in one God, the creator and go- 


vernor of the univerſe, the rewarder of the good 


| — the puniſher of the wicked. And I do acknow- 


ledge 


4 1. 
ledge the ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtament 
to be given by divine inſpiration.“ 


And mo further or other, religious teſt ſhall ever. 
hereaſter be required of any civil oſſicer or magi- 


ſtrate in this Nate. 


Secl. 40. Every officer, whether judicial, execu- 
tive, or military, in authority under this common— 
wealth, ſhall take the. following oath or affirmation 
of allegiance, and general oath of office, „ before he 
enter on the execution of his office. 


The Oath or enen off Allegiance, 


e do ſwear (or affirm) That 1 
will be true and faithful to the commonwealth of 
Penſylvania: And that I will not directly or indi- 
rectly do any act or thing prejudicial or injurious to 
the conſtitution or goverment thereof, as eſtabliſhed 

by the convention.“ 


The Oath or Affirmation of Office. 


! r dd ſwWear lor affirm): That 1 
ill 1 faithfully execute the office of tor the 
of and will do equal right and ju- 


Rice to all men to the beſt of my judgment and 
abilities, according to law.“ | 


Delaware Declaration of Rights, —Sept. 2c 20, 1776 62 
| Sed, 2. and g. —Cogſlitution, Art. 22. 


| 2. That all men have a natural and unalienable 
right to worſhip Almighty God according. to the 
| E. didctates 
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dictates of their own conſciences and underſtand. 


ings; and that no man ought, or of right can be 
compelled to attend any religious worſhip, or main- 
tain any miniſtry, contrary to or againſt his own free 
will and conſent, and that no authority can or ought 
to be veiled 1n, or aſſumed by any power whatever, 
that ſhall in any caſe interfere with, or in any man- 
ner controul the right of conſcience, in the free 
exerciſe of religious worthip, 


3. That all perſons proteiling the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, ought for ever to enjoy equal rights and privi- 
leges in this ſtate, unleſs under colour of religion, 
any man diſturb the peace, the e or ſafety 
of ſociety. 


22. Every perſon, who ſhall be choſen a member 
of either houſe, or appointed to any office or place 
of truſt, before taking his feat, or entering upon the _ 
execution of his office, ſhall take the following 
oath, or affirmation, if conſcientiouſly icrupuloue. 
of taking an oath, to wit. 

« J, A. B. will bear true allegiance to the Dela. 
ware ſtate, ſubmit to its conſtitution and laws, and 
do no act wittingly whereby the freedom thereof 
may be prejudiced,” | 
And alſo make and ſubſcribe the following de- 
claration, to wit. 

« T, A. B. do profeſs faith in God the Father. 
and in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, one God, bleſſed for evermore; and I do 
acknowledge 


3 3 
acknowledge the holy ſcriptures of the Old and 
New Teſtament to be given by divine inſpiration.” 

And all officers ſhall alſo take an oath of office. 


Maryland Declaration of Rights, — Aug, 14. 1776.— 
Art. 33. 35. —Conſtitulion, Art. 55. 


33. That as it is the duty of every man to wor- 


ſhip God in ſuch manner as he thinks moſt accept- 
able to him, all perſons profeſſing the Chriſtian reli- 
gion are equally entitled to protection in their reli— 


gious liberty; wherefore no perſon ought by any 


law to be moleſted in his perſon or eſtate, on ac- 
count of his religious perſuaſion or profeſſion, or 
for his religious practice, unleſs under colour of re- 


ligion, any man {hall diſturb the good order, peace, 


or ſaf<ty of the ſtate, or ſhall infringe the laws of 


morality, or injure others in their natural, civil, or 


religious rights; nor ought any perſon to be com- 
pelled to frequent or meintein, or contribute, unleſs 


on contract, to maintain any particular place of wor- 


ſhip, or any particular miniſtry, 


34. That every giit, ſale, or deviſe of lands to 


any miniſter, public teacher or preacher of the goſ- 


pel, as ſuch, or to any KELIGIOUS SECT, ORDER, 


or denomination, or to, or for the ſupport, uſe, 


or benefit of, or in truſt for, any miniſter, public 
teacher, or preacher of the goſpel, as ſuch, or any 
RELIGIOUS SECT, ORDER, or denomination ; and 
every gift or ſale of goods or chattles to go in 
ſucceſſion, or to take place. after the death of the 
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ſeller or donor, or to or for ſuch ſupport, uſe or 
benefit; and alſo every deviſe of goods or chattels 
to, or for the ſupport, uſe, or benefit of any mi- 
niſter, public icacher, or preacher of the goſpel, 
as ſuch, or any KELIGIOUS SECT, ORDER, or 
denomination, WITHOUT THE LEAVE OF THE 


LEGISLATURE, ſhall be void; except always any 


fale, gift, leaſe or deviſe of any quantity of land 


not exceeding two acres, for a church, meeting or 


other houſe of worſhip, and for a burying ground, | 
which ſhall be improved, enjoyed, or uſed only for 
ſuch purpole, or ſuch lale, gilt, leaſe, or deviſe, {hall 
be void. | | 


33. That no other teſt or qualification ought to 
be required on admiſhon to any office of truſt or pro- 
fit, than ſuch oath of ſupport and fidelity to this ſtate, 


and ſuch oath of office as ſhall be directed by this 


convention, or the legiſlature of this ſtate, and a 


declaration of a belief in the Chriſtian religion. 


Art. 55. That every perſon appointed to any office 
of profit or trull thall, before he enters on the exe- 
cution thereof, take the following oath, to wit, „I, 


A. B. do ſwear, That I do not hold myſelf bound 


In allegiance to the king of Great Britain, and that 


I will be faithful, and bear true allegiance to the 
ſtate of Maryland,“ and ſhall alſo ſubſcribe a decla- 
ration of his belief in the Chriſtian religion. 


Virgina fgned the General Convention. 


Nortel 


North Carolina—Dec. 19. 1776, — Declaration of 
Rights, Art. 19,—Conſittution, Art, 34. 40. 41. 


rt. 19» That all men have a natural and un- 
alienable right to worſhip Almighty God, according 
to the dictates of their own conſcience. 


34, That there ſhall be no eſtabliſhment of any 


one religious church or denomination in this ſtate 


in preference to any other, neither ſhall any perſon, 


on any pretence whatſoever, be compelled to attend 
any place of worſhip contrary to his own faith or 


judgment, nor be obliged to pay for the purchaſe of 


any glebe, or the building of any houſe of worſhip, 
or for the maintenance of any miniſter or miniſtry, 


contra y to what he believes right, or has voluntarily 
and perſonally engaged to perform; but all perſons 


ſhall be at liberty to exerciſe their own mode of wor- 


ſhip. Provided, That notning herein contained ſhall be 
conſtrutted to exempt pceachers of treaſonable or 


ſeditious diſcourſes from legal trial and puniſhment. 


40. That every foreigner who comes to ſettle in 


this Nate, having ſirſt taken an oath of allegiance 


to the ſame, may purchaſe, or by other juſt means 


acquire, hold, and transfer land, or other real eſtate; 
and after one years reſidence, ſhall be deemed a free 
citizen. 


41. That 2 ſchool or ſchools ſhall be eſtabliſhed 
by the legiſlature, for the convenient inſtruttion of 


youth, 
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youth, with fuch ſalaries to the maſters, paid by the 

public, as may enable them to inſtruct at low prices; 
= and all uſeful learning ſhall be duly encouraged and 

promoted in one or more univerſities. 


South Carolina ſigned the Convention. 


Georgia Conſtitution Feb. 5. 1777.—Art. 56. 


Art. 56. All perſons whatever ſhall have the free 
exerciſe of their religion; provided it be not re- 
1 pugnant to the peace and latety of the ſlate; and 


j ſhall not, unleſs by conſent, ſupport any teacher, or 
* teachers, except thoſe of their on profeſſion. 


EXTRACTS 


EXTRACTS Ren the GENERAL CONSTITU- 


TIONAL DECLARATIONS of the THIRTEEN 


UNITED STATES of AMERICA, aſſembled in 
ConCcREss, Sept. 17, 1787, and the 12th of 


their INDEPENDENCE. 


Article 11.—Tle Preficent's Oath. 


« 1 do lolemnly ſwear (or affirm) that I will 
faithfully execute the office of preſident of the 
United States, and will, to the beſt of my ability, 
preſerve, protect and defend the conſtitution of the 
United States. 


Article III. — Section 3. 


TREASON againſt the United States ſhall conſiſt 
only in levying war againſt them, or in adhering 
to their enemies, giving them aid and comfort, No 
perſon ſhall be convicted of treaton,- unleſs on the 
teſtimony of two witneſſes to the ſame overt act, 
or on confeſſion in open court, 

The congreſs ſhall have power to dec lare the 
puniſhment of treaſon, but no atta ainder of trealon 


ſhall work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, ex- 


cept during the life of the perſon attainted. 


Article 
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Article VI.—Paragraph g. 


Tre ſenators and repreſentatives before-men- 


tioned, and the members of the ſeveral ſtate legi- 


| ſlatures, and all executive and judicial officers, both 


of the United States and of the ſeveral ſtates, ſhall 


be bound by oath or affirmation, to ſupport this 


conſtitution : BUT NO RELIGIOUS TEST SHALL 


EVER BE REQUIRED AS A QUALIFICATION TO 
ANY OFFICE OR PUBLIC TRUST UNDER THE 


UN ITED STATES. 


(Signed)  GrorGE WASHINGTON, Preſident. 


WiLLIAN JACKSON, Secretary. 


And ure by all the Delegates fo the Thirteen 


United States of America. 
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